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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-23 have been examined. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: A spelling 
error is present on page 5, paragraph 0018, line 5, the word "sever" should be changed 
to "server." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 15 recites the limitation "said server" in line 1 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 16 recites the limitation "said server" in line 1 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. Claim 16 recites the limitation "said plurality of servers" in line 2 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

8. Claim 17 recites the limitation "second plurality of servers" in line 4 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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9. Claim 17 recites the limitation "said server" in line 5 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1 0. Claim 1 8 recites the limitation "second plurality of servers" in line 4 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1 1 . Claim 18 recites the limitation "said server" in line 5 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

12. Claim 18 recites the limitation "second plurality of servers" in line 6 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

1 3. Claim 1 9 recites the limitation "the type of server" in line 1 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

14. Claim 19 recites the limitation "the server" in line 3 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

15. Claim 20 recites the limitation "said first plurality of servers" in line 2 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

16. Claim 20 recites the limitation "the server" in line 2 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

17. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States biefore the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

18. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
McGuire (U.S. 6,186,897), hereinafter referred to as McGuire. 

19. Regarding claim 1 , McGuire discloses an automatic method of configuring a 
server in a system including a plurality of servers, comprising: 

(a) requesting configuration data by the server to be configured (col. 5, lines 61- 
64 and col. 6, lines 36-43); 

(b) automatically retrieving configuration data appropriate for the server from a 
device external to the server (col. 6, lines 58-63); and 

(c) providing the retrieved configuration data to the server (col. 6, lines 58-63). 

20. Regarding claim 2, in accordance with claim 1 , McGuire discloses the method 
wherein said external device comprises a chassis communication module (col. 4, line 63 
- col. 5, line 1). 

21 . Regarding claim 3, in accordance with claim 1 , McGuire discloses the method 
wherein the server and other servers couple to a chassis communication module (col. 4, 
line 63 - col. 5, line 1) and (b) includes retrieving the configuration data from another 
server besides said server being configured (col. 6, lines 58-63). 

22. Regarding claim 4, in accordance with claim 1 , McGuire discloses the method 
further including determining which of said other servers includes configuration data 
suitable for use by the server being configured and (b) includes retrieving such other 
server's configuration data (col. 7, lines 13-18). 
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23. Regarding claim 5, in accordance with claim 1 , McGuire discloses the method 
wherein (a) includes providing a server type value with said request for configuration 
data (col. 7, lines 25-28). 

24. Regarding claim 6, in accordance with claim 1 , McGuire discloses the method 
further including using said server type value to determine which of said other servers 
includes configuration data suitable for use by the server being configured and (b) 
includes retrieving such other server's configuration data (col. 7, lines 13-18, 25-28, and 
51-56). 

25. Regarding claim 7, McGuire discloses a computer system, comprising: 
A first plurality of servers (col. 3, lines 4-52); and 

A first chassis communication module coupled to said first plurality of servers 
(col. 3, lines 53-64 and col. 4, line 63 - col. 5, line 1); 

Wherein at least one of said plurality of servers can be configured automatically 
once installed into said system, said installed server to be configured 
submitting a request for configuration data to said first chassis 
communication module which automatically retrieves and provides 
configuration data to said server for configuration (col. 5, lines 61-64 and 
col. 6, lines 36-43, and col. 6, lines 58-63). 

26. Regarding claim 8, in accordance with claim 7, McGuire discloses the computer 
system wherein said configuration data provided to said server was stored in memory 
on said first chassis communication module (col. 7, lines 3-12). 
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27. Regarding claim 9, in accordance with claim 7, McGuire discloses the computer 
system wherein said configuration data provided to said server was stored on another of 
said plurality of servers (col. 7, lines 13-18). 

28. Regarding claim 10, in accordance with claim 7, McGuire discloses the computer 
system further including: 

A second chassis communication module coupled to said first chassis 

communication module (col. 3, lines 40-52); 
A second plurality of servers coupled to said second chassis communication 

module (col. 4, line 60 - col. 5, line 1 ); 
Wherein said configuration data provided to said server was stored in memory on 

said second chassis communication module (col. 7, lines 3-12). 

29. Regarding claim 1 1 , in accordance with claim 7, McGuire discloses the computer 
system further including: 

A second chassis communication module coupled to said first chassis 

communication module (col. 3, lines 40-52); 
A second plurality of servers coupled to said second chassis communication 

module (col. 4, line 60 - col. 5, line 1); 
Wherein said configuration data provided to said server was stored in memory on 

one of said second plurality of servers (col. 7, lines 3-12). 

30. Regarding claim 12, in accordance with claim 7, McGuire discloses the computer 
system wherein said request includes the type of server to be configured and said first 
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chassis communication module uses said type of server to retrieve configuration data 
suitable for the server to be configured (col. 7, lines 13-18, 25-28, and 51-56). 

31. Regarding claim 13, in accordance with claim 12, McGuire discloses the 
computer system wherein said request includes the type of server to be configured and 
said first chassis communication module uses said type of server to retrieve 
configuration data suitable for the server to be configured (col. 7, lines 13-18). 

32. Regarding claim 14, McGuire discloses an electronic system, comprising: 
A first plurality of configurable devices (col. 3, lines 4-52); and 

A first chassis communication module coupled to said first plurality of 

configurable devices (col. 3, lines 53-64 and col. 4, line 63 - col. 5, line 1); 

Wherein at least one of said plurality of configurable devices can be configured 
automatically once installed into said system, said installed configurable 
device to be configured submitting a request for configuration data to said 
first chassis communication module which retrieves and provides 
configuration data to said configurable device for configuration (col. 5, 
lines 61-64 and col. 6, lines 36-43, and col. 6, lines 58-63). 

33. Regarding claim 15, in accordance with claim 14, McGuire discloses the 
electronic system wherein said configuration data provided to said server was stored in 
memory on said first chassis communication module (col. 7, lines 3-12). 

34. Regarding claim 16, in accordance with claim 14, McGuire discloses the 
electronic system wherein said configuration data provided to said server was stored on 
another of said plurality of servers (col. 7, lines 13-18). 
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35. Regarding claim 17, in accordance with claim 14, McGuire discloses the 
electronic system further including: 

a second chassis communication module coupled to said first chassis 

communication module (col. 3, lines 40-52); and 
a second plurality of servers coupled to said second chassis communication 

module (col. 4, line 60 - col. 5, line 1 ); 
wherein said configuration data provided to said server was stored in memory on 

said second chassis communication module (col. 7, lines 3-12). 

36. Regarding claim 18, in accordance with claim 14, McGuire discloses the 
electronic system further including: 

a second chassis communication module coupled to said first chassis 

communication module (col. 3, lines 40-52); and 
a second plurality of servers coupled to said second chassis communication 

module (col. 4, line 60 - col. 5, line 1 ); 
wherein said configuration data provided to said server was stored in memory on 

one of said second plurality of servers (col. 7, lines 3-12). 

37. Regarding claim 19, in accordance with claim 14, McGuire discloses the 
electronic system wherein said request includes the type of server to be configured and 
said first chassis communication module uses said type of server to retrieve 
configuration data suitable for the server to be configured (col. 7, lines 13-18, 25-28, 
and 51-56). 
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38. Regarding claim 20, in accordance with claim 19, McGuire discloses the 
electronic system wherein said first chassis communication module finds another of said 
first plurality of servers that is of the same type as the server to be configured and 
retrieves configuration data corresponding to such matching other server (col. 7, lines 
13-18). 

39. Regarding claim 21 , McGuire discloses a configurable device adapted to be 
installed into a system that includes other configurable devices, said configurable device 
including: 

a CPU (col. 11, lines 27-32); 

memory coupled to said CPU and on which configuration is stored (col. 7, lines 
3-12); and 

an embedded management processor coupled to said CPU, said embedded 

management processor determines whether said configurable device has 
been configured and, if not, submits a request to an external device to 
provide configuration data corresponding to another configurable device in 
said system (col. 5, lines 61-64 and col. 6, lines 36-43, and col. 6, lines 
58-63). 

40. Regarding claim 22, in accordance with claim 21, McGuire discloses the 
configurable device wherein said request includes a configurable device type (col. 7, 
lines 25-28). 

41 . Regarding claim 23, McGuire discloses a method of configuring a server in a 
system including a plurality of servers, comprising: 
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(a) requesting configuration data by the server to be configured (col. 5, lines 61- 
64 and col. 6, lines 36-43); 

(b) if automatic configuration has been specified for the server, automatically 
retrieving configuration data appropriate for the server from a device external to 
the server; and providing the retrieved configuration data to the server (col. 6, 
lines 58-63); or 

r 

(c) if automatic configuration has not been specified for the server, manually 
configuring the server (col. 8, lines 56-58). 

Conclusion 

42. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Hamilton, II et al. (U.S. 6,834,299) disclose a method and system for automating 

the configuration of a storage are network. 

Chrabaszcz (U.S. 6,212,585) discloses a method of automatically configuring a 
server after hot add of a device. 

Reichmeyer et al. (U.S. 6,286,038) disclose a method and apparatus for remotely 
configuring a network device. 

Sandlick et al. (U.S. 6,684,241) disclose an apparatus and method of configuring 
a network device. 

McGuire (U.S. 2002/0161888 A1) discloses a template-based system for 
automated deployment and management of network devices. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin A. Ailes, whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3899. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30-5). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached at (571)272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703)872-3906. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those 
under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the 
applicant and should be addressed to [benjamin.ailes@uspto.gov]. 
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All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. 
PTO employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a 
possibility that sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published 
in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 1 95 OG 
89. 

Benjamin Ailes 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 21 42 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



